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KS3 Independent Homework Projects 

Homework is an essential way of encouraging independence in learning. For homework to be effective 

there must be consistency in school practice combined with parental support. This booklet is designed so 

that pupils, teachers and parents are all able to work together to ensure best outcomes for learning. 

At Mayville the aim of the Independent Homework projects are to: 

● Consolidate, support or extend what pupils are learning in the classroom. 

● Assist teachers in assessing pupil’s strengths and learning needs. 

● Develop pupils’ skills. 

● Stretch and challenge pupils. 

● Develop a greater sense of responsibility and independence. 

● Celebrate hard work and success of pupils. 

What are Independent Homework Projects? 

Independent Homework Projects (IHP) are specific pieces of work which are set as a project. Whilst they 

have a clear focus pupils are able to work independently developing their own direction of learning and 

unique outcomes. 

All subjects will set an IHP during the year. The tasks will be published in advance and each one will have a 

fixed start and completion date. Pupils are responsible for completing IHPs and will be given support and 

advice by their teachers. Start & completion dates will be also published on the school website. 

How will the IHPs be marked? 

Each pupil will receive feedback from their teacher giving a subject level (based on the schools KS3 7 - 1 

level descriptors) an effort grade, a comment on the progress made in the project  (WWW) and a target for 

future improvement (EBI). 

 

The generic KS3 level descriptors for attainment are:- 

7  Consistently outstanding understanding of the subject. Shows insight, flair and exhibits a scholarly 
attitude to work. Uses initiative to work   independently. 

6 Excellent understanding of all material. Produces work of a consistently excellent standard. Will 
occasionally use initiative to learn independently. 

5 Very good grasp of the subject. Whilst some work will be excellent, consistent excellence has yet to be 
achieved. 

4 Consistent, secure grasp of material with rare instances of weakness but has yet to develop initiative 
and excellence. 

3 Generally sound grasp of the subject with minor weaknesses and some unreliability in key areas. 

2 Work can reach the level expected but there are areas of weakness. Needs a high level of guidance to 
achieve a modest outcome. 

1 Work rarely reaches the level expected and there are areas of significant concern. Lacks purpose and 
needs constant direction. 

 
 
Subjects have their own specific attainment descriptors. 
 



 

KS3 Effort grades: 
 

A Positive and strives to produce improvements in standard or to maintain excellence. 

B Displays the approach expected of a typical student at Mayville High School. Attentive and aims to produce 
work reflecting level of ability. 

C Needing a more consistent approach or working steadily at a level that doesn't reflect true ability or attitude. 
Room for improvement. 

D Failing to apply him / herself to tasks on a regular basis. Clear signs of under-achievement and / or disruptive 
behaviour. 

 

What will happen if the IHP is not completed? 

If the pupil does not complete the IHP they will be set an after school detention by the department 

concerned to finish the work. Parents will also be informed. If there is a genuine reason why a pupil cannot 

complete an IHP it is essential that parents inform the school before the deadline date. 

Support in completing IHPs 

Subject teachers will provide advice and support for pupils and the school library is open before school, at 

break and lunch and after school each day where computers, books and other resources are available to 

support pupils. 

Normal Homework Timetable 

No other homework will be set by the subject from the start date until the hand in date for the IHP. 

Year 
Group 

Autumn 
Term 

Start Date 
(W/B) 

Hand in Date 
(W/B) 

Spring Term Start Date 
(W/B) 

Hand in 
Date (W/B) 

Summer 
Term 

Start Date 
(W/B) 

Hand in Date 
(W/B) 

 
 
 
 
LIV 

Maths 21-9-20 5-10-20 Creative Arts 4-1-21 25-1-21   
EoY Exam revision 

No IHP’s this half term Geography 12-10-20 2-11-20 PE  1-2-21 22-2-21  

MFL 2-11-20 23-11-20 English 22-2-21 8-3-21 History  7-6-21 14-6-21 

Science 30-11-20 4-1-21 RE 15-3-21 19-4-21 ICT 21-6-21 5-7-21 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LIV  Independent Homework Project - Maths 

 

Start Date:         W/B  21.9.20 Completion Date:           W/B   5.10.20 

This project should take  2 to 3 hours 
 

WALT:  
You are going to investigate a project based on transport. Your teacher will provide you with a task. 
You will need to collect data. 
You will need to investigate different methods of representing this data using graphs, diagrams and 
calculations. 
You will need to interpret (explain what they show) all graphs, diagrams and calculations and link them 
back to the hypothesis you are investigating. 

WILF:  
You will need to collect data. 
You will need to investigate different methods of representing this data, graphs, diagrams and calculations. 

What you have to do?  
Using your knowledge from class to produce graphs, diagrams and calculations to show whether your 
hypothesis is true or false. 

How can you do your work?  
You can use spreadsheets to do the graphs, diagrams and calculations. 
You can do this as a booklet or report. 

Further help & suggestions:  
 
There is a link on the Maths school hub which will provide you with all the support you need to complete 
the best project possible. 

Assessment Criteria:  
 

Grade 7  
Collects data and  produces a variety of graphs, diagrams and calculations. Makes correct statements for 
each of the graphs, diagrams and calculations. Includes how the investigation could have been improved. 
Grade 6  
Collects data and  produces a variety of graphs, diagrams and calculations. Makes correct statements for 
each of the graphs, diagrams and calculations. 
Grade 5  
Collects data and  produces a variety of graphs, diagrams and calculations. 
Grade 4  
Collects data and  produces a combination of graphs, diagrams and calculations. 
Grade 3  
Collects data and  produces a graph, diagram or calculation. 
Grade 2  
Collects data and makes an attempt to  produce a graph, diagram or calculation. 
Grade 1  
Collects data but no attempt to produce a graph, diagram or calculation. 

 



 

 LIV  Independent Homework Project - Geography 
 

Start Date:      W/B   12th October 2020                                   Completion Date:    W/B   2nd November 2020 

This project should take about three weeks of Geography homework time. The model making task could take 
a little longer for pupils who want to spend more time on this section (perhaps in the half term holiday)  

WALT 
 

● Describe and explain how animals are adapted to the environment they live in.  
● Compare animal adaptations in two different environments (tropical rainforest with one other). 
● Design and make an animal that could survive in the tropical rainforest. 

 

WILF:  
 

● All pupils must describe how animals are adapted to at least one environment and produce a model of 
a new animal 

● Most pupils should describe and explain how animals are adapted to their environments and produce 
an original model. 

● Some pupils could compare and explain how animal adaptations differ in different environments and 
produce a well researched and original model. 
 

What you have to do?  
 
             Pupils should work through the three questions on the attached sheet.  

1. Identify the animals and describe how they are adapted to the tropical rainforest environment. 
2. Research either the tundra (cold) or desert (hot) environment. Identify animals that live here and 

describe how their adaptations differ from those in the rainforest. 
3. Design a new rainforest animal and make it. This will be peer marked in school at the end of the 

project. 
 

How can you do your work?  
 

      Ideally this work should be done individually. You can however do some research with a partner if it  
      helps. Each pupil must produce their own model.  
 

Further help & suggestions:  
 

      Use your class notes to help gain an understanding of what the tropical rainforest is and its different 
      layers. Remember different animals are adapted to different layers.  
      These websites might be useful: 
 

●  http://www.srl.caltech.edu/personnel/krubal/rainforest/Edit560s6/www/whlayers.html  
● https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/Tropical-Rainforest-Layer-Facts/Tropical-Rainforest-Layer-Facts.s

html  
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beTLIa5EVe4  
● https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zswvcdm  
● http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/8/?scrlybrkr=

6f412879  
 

http://www.srl.caltech.edu/personnel/krubal/rainforest/Edit560s6/www/whlayers.html
https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/Tropical-Rainforest-Layer-Facts/Tropical-Rainforest-Layer-Facts.shtml
https://tropical-rainforest-facts.com/Tropical-Rainforest-Layer-Facts/Tropical-Rainforest-Layer-Facts.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beTLIa5EVe4
https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zswvcdm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/8/?scrlybrkr=6f412879
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/geography/places/extreme_environments/revision/8/?scrlybrkr=6f412879


 

Assessment Criteria 

Mark  What I need to do:  

7 Outstanding. Extremely well presented work, SpaG to very high standard. Sophisticated and 
sustained explanation, with extra detail. Animal shows clear adaptations to TRF location 

6 Excellent.  Well presented with detailed description and explanations. Well produced model 
showing clear adaptations to TRF.  

5 Very good. Detailed coverage of animal adaptations and comparison. Largely correct. Well produced 
animal with some clear adaptation evident.  

4 Good. Clear and quite an accurate description and explanation of adaptions to TRF. Model produced 
with some correct adaptations.  

3 Satisfactory. A fairly clear description of how animals are adapted to the TRF. Some explanation 
included but may be limited and incorrect.  

2 Limited. Some attempt made to describe and explain animal adaptations. Some may be incorrect or 
limited in extent. Model produced but of poor quality and showing limited adaptations.  

1 Very Poor. Very little effort made with project. Very limited (if any) description or explanation of 
adaptations.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 LIV  Independent Homework Project - MFL 

(Only one Language project to be completed) 

LIV IHP - French 

 

Start Date:    W/B       2-11-2020 Completion Date:   W/B   23-11-2020 

 
Topic: French Speaking Countries - ‘La Francophonie’ 
 
This project should take: 2 to 3 hours 
 

WALT:  
 
Your project is to research and presents facts about a French speaking country. You can choose any 
French speaking country in the world.  

WILF:  
 

● Well-presented work with photos/pictures/maps. 
● Detailed information about the country such as facts on location in the world, populations, 

traditions, celebrations, diet, a famous person from this country, typical food.  
 

What you have to do? 
 

➢ Look at a map and decide which French speaking country you would like to research. 
 

➢ Use the internet or the school library to research and find facts. 
 

➢ Present your work well. Find photos, maps to illustrate. 
 

How can you do your work? 
 
You could present your work on A4 or A3, as a leaflet, photo album or PowerPoint. 
 

Further help & suggestions: 
 
To research for and prepare your presentation, you could use the internet. 
 
Try to be creative and make your presentation attractive. (You could use colours, glitter, stickers 
and photos.) 
 

 

 

 



 

Assessment Criteria: 

Level  What I need to do:  

7 Outstanding. Very well-presented work. Your work includes an outstanding amount of facts and 

details.  

6 Excellent. Very well-presented work. Your work includes an excellent amount of facts and 

details.  

5 Very good. Well-presented work. Your work includes a very good amount of facts and details.  

4 Good. Well-presented work overall. Your work includes a good amount of facts and details.  

3 Satisfactory. Your work includes a satisfactory amount of facts and details.  

2 Limited. A limited amount of information is communicated. 

1 Cause for concern. Very little effort made with project. Very limited range of information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 LIV  Independent Homework Project - German 

Start Date:    W/B         2-11-2020 Completion Date:            W/B   23-11-2020 

This project should take 2-3 hours 
 

WALT:  
 

Use the vocabulary you have learned to produce a passage of written or spoken German of your own about 
yourself and your family. You can be as creative as you wish. What you say or write doesn’t have to be true. 
 

WILF:    For the piece of written or spoken German: 
 

● A good range of vocabulary/language: connectives, opinions, interesting adjectives, time phrases, 
using different pronouns e.g. 3rd person 

● Good level of accuracy and/or pronunciation (Word order, adjective endings, tense formation, 
spellings). 

● Well-presented work (illustrations/photos…). 
 

What you have to do? 
 

Tell me about yourself and your family in German 
 

You will need to include: 
 

● Basic details about yourself: name, birthday, age 
● Personality and appearance 
● Brief description of your family and your relationship with family members 
● Pets 
● A more detailed description of a family member or pet 

 

How can you do your work? 
 

You can complete the task as a spoken or written piece of work. This includes: 
 

● Produce a video of yourself and download it to Google classroom 
● PowerPoint presentation 
● Poster 
● Word document 

 

Further help & suggestions: 
 

● Use the worksheets you have been given in your folder and exercise book 
● Zoom books 
● www.linguascope.com 
● The Hub 
● Google classroom 
● www.leo.org 

 

Try to be creative and make your presentation attractive. If making a video, try to take care with 
pronunciation and intonation. Use all vocabulary sheets you have been given and check your work carefully.  

http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.leo.org/


 

 
 

Assessment Criteria 

Level  What I need to do:  

7 Outstanding. Very well-presented work. Excellent range of vocabulary. Your work includes a 

variety of opinions which are justified, connectives and the use of different pronouns. The level 

of accuracy is excellent and verbs are correct in speaking/writing. Consistently good 

pronunciation and intonation. 

6 Excellent.  Well-presented work. Very good range of vocabulary. Your work includes opinions 

which are justified, connectives and the use of two different pronouns. The level of accuracy is 

excellent. Most verbs are correct and there may be a few minor errors in speaking/writing. 

Good pronunciation and there is some intonation. 

5 Very good. Well-presented work. Very good range of vocabulary. Your work includes opinions 

which are justified and connectives. Accuracy is generally very good. Most verbs are correct and 

there may be some minor errors. Generally good pronunciation.  

4 Good. Well-presented work overall. Good range of vocabulary. Your work includes opinions and 

one connective. The level of accuracy is good. There may be some major errors (eg: verbs) and 

minor ones, but a good amount of information is communicated. Generally good pronunciation 

but some inconsistency at times.  

3 Satisfactory. You are using some opinions and are attempting longer sentences. The level of 

accuracy is satisfactory. There are a number of major and minor errors, but overall a 

satisfactory amount of information is communicated. Generally satisfactory pronunciation but 

inconsistency at times.  

2 Limited. A limited amount of information is communicated and a limited range of vocabulary is 

used. There are many major and minor errors. Pronunciation regularly prevents the message 

being communicated clearly. 

1 Cause for concern. Very little effort made with project. Very limited range of vocabulary and 

amount of information. Accuracy is a concern.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 LIV  Independent Homework Project - Spanish 

 

Start Date:    W/B       2-11-2020 Completion Date:   W/B   23-11-2020 

 
Topic: Spanish Speaking Countries - ‘Los hispanohablantes’ 
 
This project should take: 2 to 3 hours 
 

WALT:  
 
Your project is to research and present facts about a Spanish speaking country. You can choose any 
Spanish speaking country in the word.  

WILF:  
 

● Well-presented work with photos/pictures/maps. 
● Detailed information about the country such as facts on location in the world, populations, 

traditions, celebrations, diet, a famous person from this country, typical food.  
 

What you have to do? 
 

➢ Look at a map and decide which Spanish speaking country you would like to research. 
 

➢ Use the internet or the school library to research and find facts. 
 

➢ Present your work well. Find photos, maps to illustrate. 
 

How can you do your work? 
 
You could present your work on A4 or A3, as a leaflet, photo album or PowerPoint. 
 

Further help & suggestions: 
 
To research for and prepare your presentation, you could use the internet. 
 
Try to be creative and make your presentation attractive. (You could use colours, glitter, stickers 
and photos.) 
 

 

 

Assessment Criteria: 

Level  What I need to do:  



 

7 Outstanding. Very well-presented work. Your work includes an outstanding amount of 

facts and details.  

6 Excellent. Very well-presented work. Your work includes an excellent amount of facts and 

details.  

5 Very good. Well-presented work. Your work includes a very good amount of facts and 

details.  

4 Good. Well-presented work overall. Your work includes a good amount of facts and 

details.  

3 Satisfactory. Your work includes a satisfactory amount of facts and details.  

2 Limited. A limited amount of information is communicated. 

1 Cause for concern. Very little effort made with project. Very limited range of information.  

 
 

 

 LIV  Independent Homework Project - Science 

Start Date:          W/B   30 November 2020 Completion Date:           W/B   4 January 2021 

This project should take 2-3 hours 
 

WALT:  

Present scientific information in an informative and engaging way 
 

WILF:  

Information about the Periodic Table, presented in a suitable way for Junior school pupils. 
 

What you have to do? 
 

Produce a presentation (on any kind of media/ medium - see below) about the periodic table which could 

be read/ viewed by Junior school pupils.  

You need to include: 

● Information about how the Periodic Table is arranged 

● What information the Periodic Table gives us 

● Groups 1,7 and 0 

● Structure of an atom 

How can you do your work? 
 

You can present your work in any way you want - work to your strengths and be creative! 
 

Below are a few ideas of ways you can present your work, but you can also think of your own way: 
 

● Produce a leaflet or poster on paper and include hand drawn diagrams of atoms. 

● Make a small book 



 

● Create a video/ vlog/ animation 

● Produce a scrapbook leaflet with various information about the arrangement of the Periodic 

Table, groups, trends etc with written annotations explaining each.  

● Using ICT produce a leaflet/poster using Word or Publisher. 
 

Further help & suggestions: 
 

● Use the resources available on Kerboodle - textbook and student resources 

● Use available resources in the Library, and online such a BBC Bitesize 

● Think outside the box - what would make you look at/ read/ watch what you are making? Have an 

interesting hook to make people want to know more. 

● Look at similar resources to get inspiration and ideas for your design and layout e.g. Mrs Ramsey’s 

Periodic Table book in L4. 

● Use the levelled criteria below to help you structure your work ensuring you have met each 

criteria before moving onto the next.  

● Remember your audience! This is supposed to be suitable for Junior school pupils so you need to 

get the information in your project but present it in a suitable way that will allow younger pupils to 

understand it. 

Assessment Criteria 

Mark  What I need to do:  

7 Outstanding. Extremely well presented work, SpaG to very high standard. Sophisticated and 
sustained explanation, with extra detail. 

6 Excellent.  Well presented with detailed descriptions and explanations.  

5 Very good. Largely correct.  

4 Good. Clear and quite an accurate description and explanation of features of the Periodic Table. 

3 Satisfactory. A fairly clear description of the Periodic Table. Some explanation included but may 
be limited and incorrect.  

2 Limited. Some attempt made to describe and explain the Periodic Table. Some content may be 
incorrect or limited in extent. Medium used for presentation is poor quality and limited. 

1 Very Poor. Very little effort made with project. Very limited (if any) description or explanation of 
the Periodic Table.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


